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The type of web hosting is a key consideration factor when choosing a web host because it

directly impacts your experience as a website owner. Different hosting types offer varying levels

of resource allocation, control, and technical requirements.

Web Hosting Types At A Glance

Hosting Types Description Key Features

Shared Hosting Multiple websites on a single server. Cost-effective,

Beginner-friendly, Limited

Resources

VPS Hosting A server splits into multiple virtual servers,

where each customer is allocated a portion

of the server’s resources.

Scalable Resources, Root

Access, Intermediate Level

Dedicated Hosting A server dedicated to a single client. Maximum Control, High

Performance, High Cost

Cloud Hosting Resources spread across multiple servers. Scalability, Reliability,

Pay-as-you-go Pricing

Colocation Hosting Renting space in a data center for your

own server.

High Control, Requires

Technical Knowledge, Costly

WordPress Hosting Optimized specifically for WordPress sites. Easy Installation, Enhanced

Security, WordPress

Support

Reseller Hosting Allows you to host websites on behalf of

third parties.

Revenue Opportunity,

Control Panels, Billing

Software
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While web hosting is in general the provisioning of web space and related infrastructure - there

are various types of plans available. We will look into the some common web hosting types

below.

1. Shared Hosting

Example: Hostinger Shared Hosting Plan starts at $2.99 per month.

What is Shared Hosting?

Shared Hosting is a web hosting environment where multiple websites are hosted on a single

server, sharing its resources such as CPU, RAM, and disk space. Typically, a hosting provider

allocates anywhere from 100 to 300 customer accounts to one server, all utilizing the server's

pooled resources.

Shared Hosting is the most cost-effective option, ideal for small websites, blogs, and startups

with low to moderate traffic. The downside is that high traffic on one website can impact the

performance of others on the same server.

HostScore Recommendations

Ideal For: New websites, small businesses, and bloggers. Read our Best Shared Hosting Guide to

explore the top options and choose the one that best fits your needs.

https://hostscore.net/choose/best-shared-hosting/
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Limitations: Limited resources, less control over server configuration, potential for slower

website performance during peak traffic times.

Examples: Hostinger, Verpex, TMD Hosting

2. VPS / Cloud Hosting

Example: ScalaHosting VPS Plan starts at $29.95 per month.

What is VPS Hosting?

VPS Hosting divides a single physical server into multiple virtual servers, allowing each website

to use a dedicated portion of the server's resources. Unlike shared hosting, VPS offers enhanced

control and exclusive resources, making it ideal for websites that experience moderate traffic

and require greater customization and scalability.

With VPS Hosting, users gain root access, enabling them to install applications and modify their

server environment independently, without impacting other websites on the same server.

HostScore Recommendations

Ideal For: Websites that have outgrown shared hosting, businesses requiring more control and

flexibility. To choose, read our Best VPS Hosting Guide.

https://hostscore.net/review/hostinger/
https://hostscore.net/review/verpex/
https://hostscore.net/review/tmdhosting/
https://hostscore.net/choose/best-vps-hosting/
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Limitations: More expensive than shared hosting, requires more technical knowledge to

manage.

Examples: ScalaHosting, KnownHost, LiquidWeb

3. Dedicated Hosting

Example: NameCheap Dedicated Hosting Plan starts at $41.88 per month.

What is Dedicated Hosting?

Dedicated Hosting is a web hosting solution where an entire physical server is allocated

exclusively to a single website or application. Unlike shared or VPS hosting, where server

resources are divided among multiple users, dedicated hosting ensures that all resources, such

as CPU, RAM, and storage, are fully available to one client. This exclusivity provides superior

performance, enhanced security, and complete control over the server environment.

A Dedicated Server Hosting is ideal for large websites, high-traffic applications, or businesses

that require extensive customization and reliability. Users can configure the server to meet their

specific needs, benefiting from optimized resource allocation, reduced latency, and the ability to

implement advanced security measures.

HostScore Recommendations

https://hostscore.net/review/scalahosting/
https://hostscore.net/review/knownhost/
https://hostscore.net/review/liquidweb/
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Ideal For: Large businesses and high-traffic websites requiring maximum control, security, and

performance. To explore the top options and pick the one that best fits your needs, read our

Best Dedicated Hosting Guide.

Limitations: Significantly more expensive, requires advanced technical skills to manage.

Examples: LiquidWeb, InMotion Hosting, NameCheap

4. Cloud Hosting

Example: Cloud Hosting prices can be less predictable. At Kamatera, cloud plan starts as low as

$4 per month and goes up to hundreds of dollars for higher plans.

What is Cloud Hosting?

Cloud Hosting is a web hosting solution that utilizes a network of interconnected servers to host

websites and applications. Unlike traditional hosting methods that rely on a single physical

server, cloud hosting distributes resources across multiple servers. This ensures greater

flexibility, scalability, and reliability for the users.

With Cloud Hosting, users benefit from high uptime rates since the failure of one server does

not impact the overall availability of the website. Additionally, it offers enhanced performance

through load balancing, which distributes incoming traffic evenly across servers to prevent any

https://hostscore.net/choose/best-dedicated-hosting-for-enterprise-large-websites/
https://hostscore.net/choose/best-dedicated-hosting-for-enterprise-large-websites/
https://hostscore.net/review/liquidweb/
https://hostscore.net/review/inmotion-hosting/
https://hostscore.net/review/namecheap/
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single server from becoming a bottleneck. Security is also bolstered, as data is stored

redundantly across different locations, reducing the risk of data loss.

HostScore Recommendations

Ideal For: Websites with fluctuating traffic or that have outgrown shared hosting; businesses

looking for reliability and scalability.

Limitations: Pricing can be less predictable than fixed-rate plans, slightly more complex to set

up initially. To choose the one that best fits your needs, read our Best Cloud Hosting Guide.

Examples: Digital Ocean, Kamatera, N6 Cloud

5. Colocation Hosting

Example: Rackspace Techonology Colocation Hosting Plan allows you to eliminate the capital

costs of maintaining the physical aspects of your data center while keeping control of your

servers, storage, network and security.

What is Colocation Hosting?

Colocation Hosting is a web hosting service where businesses rent space in a data center to

house their own servers and networking equipment. Instead of maintaining servers

on-premises, companies can colocate their hardware in a secure, professionally managed

https://hostscore.net/choose/best-cloud-hosting/
https://hostscore.net/review/digital-ocean/
https://hostscore.net/review/kamatera/
https://hostscore.net/review/n6-cloud/
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facility. This setup provides the benefits of a high-performance infrastructure without the

overhead of building and maintaining a data center.

One key advantage of Colocation Hosting is its scalability. Businesses can easily expand their

server capacity without the limitations of an in-house setup. Additionally, co-locating servers

allows for greater flexibility in hardware choices and server customizations.

HostScore Recommendations

Ideal For: Businesses that already own server hardware and require full control over their server

setup. It's also suitable for organizations with specific compliance or security needs that cannot

be met by traditional hosting services.

Limitations: Significant upfront investment in server hardware. Requires technical expertise to

manage and maintain the server.

Examples: LiquidWeb, Servers.com

https://hostscore.net/review/liquidweb/
https://hostscore.net/review/serverscom/
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6. Reseller Hosting

Example: GreenGeeks Reseller Hosting Plan starts at $19.95 per month.

What is Reseller Hosting?

Reseller Hosting is a type of web hosting service where individuals or businesses purchase

hosting resources from a provider and then resell them to their own clients. Essentially, a

reseller acts as a hosting provider by offering shared hosting services under their own brand,

using the infrastructure of a larger hosting company. This type of hosting is ideal for web

developers, designers, or entrepreneurs who want to offer hosting services without managing

the complexities of a data center.

With Reseller Hosting, you can allocate resources such as disk space, bandwidth, and CPU

power to create custom hosting packages for your clients. The reseller typically manages their

own customers, handling billing and support, while the parent hosting provider maintains the

server hardware, network infrastructure, and security.

HostScore Recommendations

Ideal For: Web developers, designers, or agencies that want to offer web hosting services to

their clients as an additional service. It's also suitable for entrepreneurs looking to enter the

web hosting business with minimal investment. To find the top options and choose the one that

best fits your needs, read our Best Reseller Hosting Guide.

https://hostscore.net/choose/best-reseller-hosting/
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Limitations: Profit margins may be limited by competition and the cost of the reseller plan.

Requires extensive time and resources to provide customer support.

Examples: Hostgator, GreenGeeks, Chemicloud

https://hostscore.net/review/hostgator/
https://hostscore.net/review/greengeeks/
https://hostscore.net/review/chemicloud/


HostScore.net

7. WordPress Hosting

Example: WP Engine WordPress Hosting Plan starts at $13.00 per month.

What is WordPress Hosting?

WordPress Hosting is a web hosting service optimized specifically for WordPress websites.

Unlike general hosting solutions, WordPress hosting offers features and configurations tailored

to enhance the performance, security, and ease of use for WordPress users. This hosting type is

ideal for WordPress site owners who want a hassle-free experience with pre-configured

settings, faster load times, and specialized support.

WordPress Hosting is usually available in both shared and managed formats. Shared WordPress

Hosting is more budget-friendly, providing optimized servers for multiple WordPress sites;, while

Managed WordPress Hosting offers premium features like dedicated resources, expert

WordPress support, and advanced developer tools for users who need more control and

customization.

HostScore Recommendations

Ideal For: WordPress website owners looking for optimized performance, security, and easy

management. Read our Best WordPress Hosting Guide to find the top options and choose the

one that best fits your needs.

https://hostscore.net/choose/best-wordpress-hosting/
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Limitations: Primarily suited for WordPress sites, might be restrictive if planning to use other

CMS platforms.

Examples: WP Engine, Kinsta.

Final Thoughts

Understanding the various types of web hosting helps you align your website goals with the

right hosting solution. Whether you're a beginner, a growing business, or need enterprise-level

resources, choosing a host that matches your needs is crucial. Explore our recommendations to

find the best web host tailored to your website's requirements.

This article is originally published here.

https://hostscore.net/review/wp-engine/
https://hostscore.net/review/kinsta/
https://hostscore.net/choose/
https://hostscore.net/choose/
https://hostscore.net/how-to-choose-a-web-host/web-hosting-types/

